
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation 
Against: 

KAREN ELAINE BROOKS Case No: 2012-545 
a.k.a. KA.REN ELAINE PETERSEN 

2214 Yz North Avenue 
 OAH No. 2012050973 

________________ Chi~q,_C.A-_25_~26_____________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Registered Nurse License No. 547723 

Respondent 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the 

Board ofRegistered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in 

this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on March 7, 2013. 


IT IS SO ORDERED March 7, 2013. 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
JANICEK. LACHMAN Ql?frr:;t~4l~~ ' 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General II b~ "-.dd U·~t"J:_.) , 
LESLIE A. BURGERMYER ..•.. ·.... h _:' :';tJ:, 
Deputy AttorneyGe, n_er_a_l____________________________ 

State Bar No. 11T5767 1 


1300 I Street, Suite 125 

P.O. Box 944255 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

Telephone: (916) 324-5337 

Facsimile: (916) 327-8643 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

------------- --------- --- ·nEP:ARTMENT-oF CONSUMER A:FFA:IRS -- -- -- -- -- ---- ·- ------

S'EATE OF CALIFORNIA 

1-------------------,-------------------------------- ----------------------------

In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation Case No. 2012-545 

Against: 


OAH No. 2012050973 

KAREN ELAINE BROOKS 
a.k.a. KAREN ELAINE PETERSEN STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 
2214 1/2 North Avenue LICENSE AND ORDER 
Chico, CA 95926 


Registered Nurse License No. 547723 


Respondent. 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties in this 

proceeding that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant") is the Executive Officer ofthe Board 

of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs ("Board"). She brought this action 

solely in her official capacity and is represented in this matter by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney 

General ofthe State of California, by Leslie A. Burgermyer, Deputy Attorney General. 

2. . . ;!(a~:en Elaine Brooks, also known as Karen Elaine Petersen, ("Respondent") is 
.' ··- ' ' ~ " 

r~p~~sented iri this proceeding by attorney Sharon Cohen, Esq., whose address is Sharon Cohen, 

Esq., 1385 Ridgewood Drive, Suite 110, Chico, CA 95973. 

1 


Stipulated Surrender of License (Cas'eNo. 2012-545) 
. ~\'-· ' 



------- -

' 	 1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

- --- -- --------- --9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

3~ On or about September 4, 1998, the Board issued Registered Nurse License No. 


54 7723 to Respondent. The Registered Nurse License was in full force and effect at all times 


relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 2012-545 and will expire on April 30, 2014, 


+------4- -unless~errewed-.------------------------------1--~ 

JURISDICTION 

4. Accusation No. 2012-545 was filed before the Board. The original Accusation and 

all other statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent on March 13, 2012. 

Respondent t~mely tiled her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. The First Amended 

--Accusation-No.-20 1-2-545 was-served-on-October-29,-2012-,-and-is -pending-againstthe- --- -- - --- 

Respondent. All new charges contained in the First Amended Accusation are deemed 

controverted. The First Amended accusation supersedes the original AccusatioJ?.. A copy of First 

Amended Accusation No. 2012-545 is attached hereto, marked Exhibit A, and incorporated by 

reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

5. Respondent has .carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 


charges and allegations in First Amended Accusation No. 2012-545. Respondent also has 


carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated 


Surrender of License and Order. 


6. · Respondentis fully aware ofher legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the First Amended Accusation; the right to be 

represented by counsel, at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses 

against her; the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance 

of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to 

reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the 

California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

. ,7, Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above. 
, 	 .. ···. :I"". 

///. 
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CULPABILITY 


2 


1 

8. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in the First 

3 Amended Accusation No. 2012-545, agrees that cause exists for discipline and hereby surrenders 

-+------4-·-her-Registered-Nurse-Hcense-No:-549-92-3-for-the-Board1s-formal-acceptance-.--------1---

5 9. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation she enables the Board to issue 

6 an order accepting the surrender of her Registered Nurse License without further process. 

7 RESERVATION 


8 
 10. The admissions made by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of this 


-· · --· -- -- · -· 9· 
 - proceeding,- or-any other proceedings-inwhich-the Board-or-other professional-licensing-agency is -

1 0 involved, and shall not be admissible in any other criminal or civil proceeding. 

CONTINGENCY 


12 


11 

11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Boarq. Respondent understands 

13 and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of Registered Nursing may 

14 communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and surrender, without notice to or 

15 participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands 

16 and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the 

17 time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its 

18 Decision and Order, the Stipulated Surrender and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or 

19 effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, 

20 and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having considered this ma,tter. 

21 12. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Surrender of 

22 License and Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as 

23 the originals. 


24 
 13. This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is intended by the parties to be an 

25 integrateci writing representing the complete,~final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement. 

26 It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, 

27 negotiations, and commitments (written or oral): This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order 

28 
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may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise changed except by a writing 

executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties. 

14.. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

-+-----~4-·-the-Boarcl-may,--without-further-notiee-or-formal-proeeeding,--issue-and-enter-the-following-Grcler-;--1---

ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 547723, issued to 


Respondent Karen Elaine Brooks, also known as Karen Elaine Petersen, (''Respondent") is 


surrendered and accepted by the Board of Registered Nursing ("Board"). 


- ~ --- ---1.------ 'J::he-surrender-of-Respondent~s-Registered-Nurse License and the-acceptance ofthe- -

surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline against Respondent. 

This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a part of Respondent's 

license history with the Board. 

2. ~espondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a Registered Nurse in California as 

of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order. 

3. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board her pocket license and, if one was 

issued, her wall certificate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order. 

4. If Respondent ever files an application for licensure or a petition for reinstatement in 

the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a petition for reinstatement. Respondent must 

comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for reinstatement of a revoked license in 

effect at the time the petition is filed, and all ofthe charges and allegations contained in 

Accusation No. 2012-545 shall be deemed to be true, correct and admitted by Respondent when 

the Board determines whether to grant or deny the petition. 

5. If and when Respondent's license is reinstated, sh~ shall pay to the Board costs 


associated with its investigation and enforcement pursuant to Business and Professions Code 


section 125.3 in the combined amount of$11,366.50, consisting of$4,265.00 for costs for 

' •' .' 

enforcerrH~nt and $6,764.00 for COStS of investigation and $337.50 for COStS for the expert witness 

in this matter. Respondent was ordered by the court in the case titled People v. Karen Elaine 

Brooks, Butte County Superior Court Case No. CM036273, to pay $5,957.00 to the Department 
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http:of$4,265.00
http:of$11,366.50


-- --- -

1 of Consumer Affairs as and for restitution. Ifand when Respondent petitions the Board for 

I 2 . reinstatement of her license, she shall· provide proof of payment of restitution as ordered by the 

I 3 criminal court. Upon license reinstatement, if at all, Respondent shall pay the remaining amount 

-+---------.4- -ef-restitutien-te-the-Beard-aleng-with-the-eests-fer-enfereement-and-e*pe:rt-witness-eests:~.----1--

S Respondent shall be permitted to pay the costs in a payment plan approved by the Board. j 
I 
I. 6 Nothing in this provision shall be construed to prohibit the Board from reducing the amount of 

7 cost recovery upon reinstatement of the license. 

8 	 6. If Respondent should ever apply or re-apply for .a new license or certification, or 

-- -	 - -- ----- --9- -petitionfor--reinstatement-ofa license, -by-any other-health-care-licensing agency in-the-State- of-- --

10 California, all ofthe charges and allegations contained in First Amended Accusation No. 2012

11 545 shall be deemed to be true, correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any · 

12 Statement of Issues or any other proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure. 

13 7.. . Respondent shall not apply for licensure or petition for reinstatement for two (2) 

14 years from the effective date of the Board of Registered Nursing's Decision and Order. 

15 ACCEPTANCK 

16 _ I have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrender of License and Order and have fully 

17 discussed it with my attorney, Sharon Cohen, Esq. I understand the stipulation and the effect it 

18 will have on my Registered Nurse License Number 547723. I enter this Stipulated Surrender of 

19 License and Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the 

20 

21 


22 
 DATED: 	 ~~~~ 
Decision and Order of the Board of Registered Nu 

REN ELAINE BROOKS, a.k.a. 
23 KAREN ELAINE PETERSEN 

Respondent 
24 

25 Ill 

26 Ill ( 

27 Ill 

28 
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I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Karen Elaine Brooks, also known as Karen 

Elaine Petersen, the terms and conditions and other matters contained in this Stipulated Surrender 

of License and Order. I approve its form and content. ~ 1 

DATED: .IJ./1-il/'- ?L 6'-----Y~-------I--
SHARON COHEN, ESQ. 
Attorney for Respondent 

ENDORSEMENT 

.. -Tl:le foregoing. Stipulated .Surrender. o£License and.Order.is hereby.respectfully submitted-- ___ ___ 

for consideration by the Board of Registered Nursing of the Department of Consumer Affairs. 
-nAi£n:mu -;:J--/Ioj;~: ----u- -- u- i~~;;c~ft!iiy -sub~itt~ci.-- - - ---- --u-- - - -- --

• I 

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
JANICEK. LACHMAN 

(ji:e(}~~o~;;~ 
LESLIE A. BURG~Ej) . 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attorneys for Complainant 

SA2011102812 I 10976947.doc 

·
'1 

6 

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-545) 

http:and.Order.is


--------- --- -- -- - -- ---- ----

' 

Exhibit A 


First Amended Accusation No. 2012-545 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
JANICEK. LACHMAN 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
LESLIE A. BURGERMYER 
Deputy Attorney General 

-srareBafNo:lT7576·-------------------------1-
1300 I Street, Suite 125 

P.O: Box 944255 

Sacramento, CA 94244.;.2550 

Telephone: (916) 324-5337 

Facsimile: (916) 327-8643 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORETHE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


- - -- ----- --- - -- - - -DEP:ARTM-ENTOF-C0NSUMER :AFFAIRS- - - - - -- 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation Case No. 2012-545 

Against: 


FIRST AMENDED ACCUSATION 

KAREN ELAINE BROOKS, 

a.k.a. KAREN ELAINE PETERSEN 
2214 1/2 North Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 


Registered Nurse License No. 547723 


Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant") brings this First Amended Accusation 

solely in her official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board ofRegistered Nursing 

("Board"), Department of Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about September 4, 1998, the Board issued Registered Nurse License Number 

547723 to Karen Elaine Brooks, also known as Karen Elaine Petersen, ("Respondent"). 

Respondent's registered nurse license was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the 

charges brought herein and will expire on April30, 2014, unless renewed. 

Ill 
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STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

3. Business and Professions Code ("Code") section 2750 provides, in pertinent part, that 

the Board may discipline any licensee, including a licensee holding a temporary or an inactive 

+------zJ.- -license;foranyreason--providedin-Article-3-(com:mencing-with-section--2.-9-50)-ofthe-Nursing-·--1------! 

Practice Act. 

4. Code section 2764 provides, in pertinent part, that ·the expiration of a license shall not 

deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the licensee or 

to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Under Code section 2811, subdivision 

-(b), the Board may renew an -expired-license at any time within eight- years-after the expiration . 

5. Code section 27 61 states, in pertinent part: 

The board may take disciplinary aCtion against a certified or licensed 
nurse or deny an application fora certificate or license for any ofthefollowing: 

(a) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, the· 
following: 

(1) Incompetence, or gross negligence in carrying out usual certified or 
licensed nursing functions ... 

(f) Conviction of a felony or of any offense substantially related to the 
qualifications, functions, and duties of a registered nurse, in which event the record of 
the conviction shall be conclusive evidence thereof. 

6. Code section 2762 states, in pertinent part: 

In addition to other acts constituting unprofessional conduct within the 
meaning of this chapter [the Nursing Practice Act], it is unprofessional conduct for a 
person licensed under this chapter to do any of the following: 

(a) Obtain or possess in violation oflaw, or prescribe, or except as. 
directed by a licensed physician and surgeon, dentist, or podiatrist administer to 
himself or herself, or furnish or administer to another, any controlled substance as 
defined in Division 10 (commencing with Section 11 000) of the Health and Safety 
Code or any dangerous drug or dangerous device as defined in Section 4022. 

(b) Use any controlled substance as defined in Division 10 (commencing 
with Section 11 000) of the Health and Safety Code, or any dangerous drug or . 
dangerous device as defined in Section 4022, or alcoholic beverages, to an extent or 
in a manner dangerous or injurious to himself or herself, any other person, or the· 
public or to the extent that such use impairs his or her ability to conduct with safety to 
the public the practice authorized by his or her license ... 

2 
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(c) Be convicted of a criminal offense involving the prescription, 
consumption, or self-administration of any of the substances described in 
subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section, or the possession of, or falsification of a 
record pertaining to, the substances described in subdivision (a) of this section, in 
which event the record of conviction is conclusive evidence thereof. 

11----'9-.-Health-and-Safety-eode-section-H-1-70-states-that-no-person-shaH-prescribe . .,.--,----1--__j 

administer, or furnish a controlled substance for herself. 

8. Health and Safety Code section 11173 states, in pertinent part: 

(a) No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain controlled substances, or 
procure or attempt to procure the administration of or prescription for controlled 
substances, (1) by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge; or (2) by the 

- concealment of a· material fact. - - -- -- - - - - -- -- - - 

9. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section ("Regulation") 1442 states: 

As used in Section 2761 of the code, 'gross negligence' includes an 
extreme departure from the standard of care which, under similar circumstances, 
would have ordinarily been exercised by a competent registered nurse. Such an 
extreme departure means the repeated failure to provide nursing care as required or 
failure to provide care or to exercise ordinary precaution in a single situation which 
the nurse knew, or should have known, could have jeopardized the client's health or 
life. · 

COST RECOVERY 

10. Code section 125.3, subdivision (i), provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may 

request the administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or 

.violations ofthe licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation 

and enforcem~nt of the case. 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

11. Alprazolam is a Schedule IV controlled substance as designated by Health and 

Safety Code section 11057, subdivision (d)(1), and is a dangerous drug within the meaning of 

Code section 4022. Alprazolam is aBenzodiazepine. 

12. Ambien, a brand name for Zolpidem, is a Schedule IV controlled substance as 

designated by Health and Safety Code section 11057, subdivision (d)(32), andis a dangerous 

drug within the meaning of Code section 4022. 

3 
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13. Benzodiazepines are Schedule IV controlled substances as designated by Health and 

Safety Code section 11057, subdivision (d), and are dangerous drugs within the meaning of Code 

section 4022. 

1-4-.-Hydromorphone-is-a-S-chedule-H-controlled-substance-as-desigriated~by-Health-and-1---

Safety Code section 11055, subdivision (b)(1)(J), and is a dangerous drug within the meaning of 

Code section 4022. 

15. Morphine, an Opiate, is a Schedule II controlled substance as designated by Health 

and Safety Code section 11055, subdivision (b)(1)(L), and is a dangerous drug within the 

meaning-ofCodesection4022.- - ---

16. Opiates are Schedule II controlled substances as designated by Health and Safety 

Code section 11055, subdivisions (b) and (c), and are dangerous drugs within the meaning of 

Code section 4022. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Impairment While on Duty) 

17. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 2761, 

subdivision (a), on the grourids ofunprofessional conduct, as defined by Code section 2762, 

subdivision (b), in that while employed as a registered nurse at Oroville Hospital located in 

Oroville, California, and on duty in the Extended Care Unit (11 ECU 11 
), Respondent used 

Beri.zodiazepines and Opiates to an extent or in a manner dangerous or injurious to herself and 

others and to the extent that such use impaired her ability to conduct her nursing duties safely, as 

follows: 

a. On or about June 18, 2010, Respondent reported for duty and could hardly stay 

awake during her shift. Respondent made several comrtlents to V.B., a certified nursing assistant 

assigned to work with her, that she was tired. Respondent also told V.B. that she drank three 

11 Red Bull 11 caffeine drinks, but continued to fall asleep: On or about June 19, 2010, Brooks' 

behavior became worse. V.B. observed that Respondent looked tired or 11 strung out 11 as if she 

were on drugs. Respondent was also observed sleeping in the report room, and acted 11 loopy11 

when V.B. spoke to her. On or about June 20,2010, duringher shift with Respondent, V.B. 
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observed that Respondent's eyes were red, her speech was slurred, she was unsteady on her feet, 

and she displayed rapid mood swings from high and happy to low and depressed. At 1100 hours, 

Respondent advised V.B. that she was going to lunch, and left the nursing unit. At 1130 hours, 

-R:espondent1s-patients-eomplained-that-they-had-net-reeei-ved-their-meming-pain-medieatiens-.--1--

After Respondent had been gone from the nursing unit for over an hour, V.B. went out to the 

parking lot to look for Respondent as she normally took her lunch breaks in her car. V.B. found 

Respondent sleeping in her car with the windows up. V.B. confronted Respondent as she 

stumbled out of the car. Respondent told V.B. that she was late and needed to get back to work. 

V.B.suspectedthat Respondent had been using drugs and told her that she had two options; eith~r 

V.B. would call 911 or she would take Respondent to the emergency room. Respondent chose 

the latter. V.B. escorted Respondent to the emergency room, where she-underwent a urine drug 

test. Respondent t~sted positive for Benzodiazepines, Opiates, and ACTM/Paracetamol 

(Acetaminophen, an over-the-counter drug). 

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Gross Negligence) 

18. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 2 7 61, 

subdivision (a)(1)~ on the grounds ofunprofessional conduct, in that while employed as a 

registered nurse at Oroville Hospital,.Oroville, California, and on duty in the ECU, Respondent 

committed an act constituting gross negligence as defined in Regulation 1442, as follows: On or 

about June 20, 2010, Respondent left the nursing unit and failed to return to care for her patients, 

as set forth in paragraph 17, above. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 


(Self-Administration and Obtained Controlled Substance) 


19. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 2761, 

subdivision (a), on the grounds of unprofessional conduct, as defined by Code section 2762, 

subdivision (a), as follows: 

Ill 

Ill 

5 

First Amended Accusation 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

-· .. - --- 

-j 


r) 


Self-Administered Controlled Substances 

a. Respondent self..:administered the controlled substance Morphine without 


lawful authority therefor, as follows: On or about May 26, 2011, during an interview with an 


·-investigator oflne Division or-Investigation, DepaftmenforConsumer :Affairs, Responoentstatea.

that she was taking various medications, including anti-depressants, hormones, Vicoprofen 

(Hydrocodone and Ibuprofen), Xanax (Alprazolam), and Ambien (Zolpidem Tartrate). 

Respondent provided the investigator a urine sample for drug testing. Respondent's urine sample 

tested positive for Morphine. 

· - Obtained Controlled Substances 

b. Respondent obtained Hydromorphone as follows: On or about and between 

May 21, 2010, and June 20, 2010, while employed as a registered nurse at Oroville Hospital 

located in Oroville, California, and on duty in the Extended Care Unit ("ECU"), Respondent 

obtained Hydromorphone, a Schedule II controlled substance and dangerous drug, without lawful 

authority. 

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Criminal Conviction) 

20. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 2761, 

subdivision (c), in that on or about May 29, 2012, Respondent was convicted on her plea of nolo 

contendere in the case titled People v. Karen E. Brooks, Butte County Superior Court Case No. 

CM036273 to violating Health and Safety Code section 11173, subdivision (a) [obtained, 

attempted to obtain, procured or attempted to procure the administration of controlled substances 

by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge, or by the concealment of material fact] a 

misdemeanor. The controlled substance was Hydromorphone, a Schedule II controlled substance. 

Said crime is substantially related to the qualifications, duties, and functions of a registered nurse. 

The underlying circumstances are: 

a. On or about and between May 21, 2010, and June 20, 2010, in Butte County the 

crime of obtaining controlled substance by fraud, in violation ofHealth and Safety Code section 

11173, subdivision (a), a misdemeanor, was committed by Respondent, who did unlawfully 

6 
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1 obtain and attempt to obtain a controlled substance, to wit: Hydromorphone and did procure and 

2 attempt to procure the administration of and prescription for said controlled substance by the · 

3 concealment of a material fact. 

+-I----------;4--II----------·FIFTH-C:t\:USE-FOR-DTSCIP:CTNE---------I-

(Criminal Conviction Involving Controlled Substance) j 
6 21. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 27 61, 

7 subdivision (a), on the grounds of unprofessional conduct, as. defined by Code section 2762, 

8 subdivision (c), in that on or about May 29, 2012, Respondent was convicted on her plea of nolo 

- 9 · contendere in the case titled-People v. Karen E. Brooks, Butte County Superior Court-Case No. 

CM036273 to violating Health and Safety Code section 11173, subdivision (a) [obtained, 

11 attempted to obtain, procured or attempted to procure the administration of controlled substances 

12 by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge, or by the concealment of material fact] a 

13 misdemeanor. The controlled substance was Hydromorphone, a Schedule II controlled substance. 

14 Said crime is substantially related to the qualifications, duties, and functions of a registered nurse. 

The underlying circumstances are set forth in paragraph 20.a, above, incorporated herein by 

16 reference. 

17 PRAYER 

18 WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

19 and that following the hearing, the Board of Registered Nursing issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 547723, issued to Karen 

21 Elaine Brooks, also known as Karen Elaine Petersen; 

2. Ordering Karen Elairie Brooks, also known as Karen Elaine Petersen, to pay the 22 

Board of Registered Nursing the reasonable costs ofthe investigation and enforcement of this23 
. I 

24 · case, pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3; 

Ill 
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: DATED: 
--+------71-11-----------~--- C._/7LOUISE R..J3A,_IL_EY___:_,M_.E_D_:_.,_RN________I---· 
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3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

0dv~d-9 ,;JojJ, -/-]1~j/if;..L:..........,.:..--::::~_::_::______~·~:-:-::----____;__---1 

"1"~- Executive Officer 

Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant · 

SA20 Ill 02812 I 1 0969824.docx. 
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